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Advisory Board Nominees 

Ballot due April 15, 2017   

IT’S ADVISORY BOARD ELECTION TIME 

 

 

 

My name is Trey Temple I'm 23 years old, I'm a full time farrier, trainer and run a boarding facility. I travel from 
Texas to Michigan shoeing horses.  I take my chosen career path very serious seeing as my clients are 
trusting me to do right by their animals. I am always willing to help someone in need. I put 100% effort in 
everything I set my mind to but because of my age I feel as that I'm not always taken serious. If I get elected 
to the advisory board I will put best foot forward to not only help the organization but also any member of the 
organization. 

Trey	Temple	

Justin	Key	

I have been involved in horses as long as I can remember. As a teenager/young adult, I worked at a large 
thoroughbred farm in Mississippi, where I handled many horses, from weanlings to stallions.   My wife and I 
have an Arabian breeding farm, and we have/have had horses involved in many disciplines, including Working 
Cow, English, Hunter, Western Pleasure, Competitive Trail, and AHCA events.  My wife is a current AHCA AA 
judge who judged the 2013 National Finals for AHCA and we have worked side by side, discussing AHCA and 
its inner workings.  I am currently on the Board for Horsemen of Arkansas, an AHCA affiliate, and have been 
in charge of course design and the running of the club. I am also a Board member for the American Bully 
Kennel Club, so am accustomed to being involved in major decision making. For me, ethics is a tremendous 
part of the success of any organization, and it will affect the way I make any decision regarding an 
organization.	

AHCA Judge, Nicole Bourque grew up riding and competing on horses and mules.  Today she is the wife of 
Cory Bourque and the mother of 2 amazing children, Hunter (18) and Haylee (11).  Nicole along with her 
husband owns and operates Cory Bourque Natural Horsemanship and Cowboy Dressage of Louisiana.  They 
provide riding lessons, clinics, and horse training in Abbeville, LA.  She stays busy with judging, announcing, 
and assisiting/cheering on her family with their events. Nicole has been a judge at the AHCA National Finals in 
2015 and 2016. 

Nicole	Bourque	
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Katrina	Head	

Hello Members: 

    My name is Katrina Head and I am one of the nominees for your Board with the American Horseman's 
Challenge Association.  I am honored to be nominated and for those of you who don’t know me I’d like to offer 
you a quick glance of my background. 

    I’ve been a professional trainer since I was 16, which seems like forever ago when I look back on it, but in 
reality it’s only been 34 years.  Through my years with horses I have been Trainer, Clinician, Open Horse 
Show Judge, a board member of various associations and a die-hard team player and advocate for riders of 
all abilities.  

    I have been fortunate in my lifetime to work with many of the best in the industry.  One of my favorites being 
Richard Shrake, as I was privileged to become one of his Apprentice Graduates within his Resistance Free 
Training program .  I lean toward natural horse methods of training, meaning I learn about the horse’s 
personality and individual abilities and work with those in a natural encouraging way.  My professional 
background also includes training clients/horses for shows within AQHA, Apha,  APHA and open shows for all 
riding disciplines.   

    I work with many breeds of horses including gaited horses.  To me the breed is not the focus, the ability of 
the individual horse is what is important.  I enjoy building the horse/human partnership and in doing this when 
I see the bond and understanding grow between a horse and owner it still gives me goosebumps!  The silent 
communication and bond of a horse/human partnership is a beautiful thing to witness. 

    I came to the AHCA because I fell in love with the Association, the people, the family atmosphere, the way 
we judge the horses and owners on their individual abilities and because of the motto of AHCA, which truly 
says it all.       I am honored to be a Judge for the Association and enjoyed being a part of the Judges at 
Nationals last year.  As a board member I would strive to carry on the very things that AHCA stands for, as 
well as be a listening ear for the concerns of its members and work to give a fair and unbiased view in all 
things brought before my attention. 

Brandy	Von	Holten	

Brandy Von Holten is an equine trail riding and event facility owner, a host, a competitor, and holds five judge's 
certifications in five obstacle organizations. It is in her best interest for the AHCA to grow and flourish. Brandy 
is currently competing in the Green Horse I division on a filly she trained and a VERY green mule. She is also 
competing in the Open division on last year's Reserve National Green Horse Champion which is an older mare 
that others told her she was wasting her time finishing. Brandy's goals with the AHCA is to bring a strong 
group of competitors in all divisions and help them achieve their individual goals. 
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Cory	Bourque	

Cory lives out his love and passion for horses on his ranch Abbeville, La where he offers several types of 
clinics, lessons and horse training. In the 25yrs of training horses Cory has studied with several clinicians 
including Dennis Reis, Jack Brainard, and Eitan Beth Halachmy. Cory has won several titles over the years 
including 2010 Dennis Reis World Colt Starting Challenge Champion, La Equine Council 2010 Reserve Colt 
Starting Champion, and 2011 La Equine Colt Starting Champion just to name a few. Cory is also the Cowboy 
Dressage World of Louisiana instructor for the State. Traveling the states teaching allows him to compete in 
cowboy dressage and AHCA (American Horseman Challenge Association). This is his 3rd Mustang Makeover, 
his 1st one being in 2013 for the Mustang Million, the 2016 La Extreme Mustang Makeover finishing 4th and 
winning Fan Favorite. Cory and his mustang Tank just won the 2016 AHCA HI Point Green horse and the 
2016 Nationals  Champion Green Horse. Cory has also played several parts in the movie Secretariat.  

John	Danford	

My name is John Danford and I live with my wife Cyndi Danford on a horse facility small ranch in Paola , KS 
with all variety of animals and run a small bed and breakfast when we are in town. I have ridden and owned 
several different breeds of horses and started out with gaited horses then my wife introduced me to Quarter 
Horses to the grand sport of reining and cow horses.  I compete a little for fun but not that often anymore 
mainly support my wife on her adventures. I carry judges cards in 6 different associations and organizations 
and judge a variety of different events including but not limited to AHCA, EXCA, UHCA, ETS along with ranch 
horse shows various breed association and open shows and used to judge ACTHA events.  

I love watching the riders and how they improve on their horses throughout the year and am always available 
for feedback for training   and or questions to help them improve their horsemanship through out the year. I 
love putting comments on the scoresheets to help the riders and horses improve. My wife and I have put on 
and hosted over 200 various events hosting some of the top clinicians in the country with horsemanship clinics 
, obstacle competitions, clinics and shows in the past few years. 

We really enjoy judging the obstacle organizations and AHCA is my favorite and enjoy the comraderie 
between competitors and really think they all get along and cheer each other on and that this association is a 
positive environment to support and will grow greatly in our area in the next few years. My wife is wanting to 
put on more events this year with ETS and AHCA but have to get our schedules lined up but would love to 
provide more places for people to compete in the Midwest. We host various horsemanship clinics throughout 
the year with some top clinicians and I support my wife with her showing in the ranch horse association events 
and various obstacle organizations. We have some really nice reiners and cowhorses  and before the year is 
over she may be able to talk me into competing at least at one show this year we will see how it turns out. We 
would be honored to represent or be an ambassador for your organization in the Midwest and thank you for 
considering us. 
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Mathew	Jobe	

Mathew Jobe owns and operates C Bar J Ranch in Windsor, Missouri with his wife Angie.  They graze cattle 
on contract, have a boarding facility, train horses, and give riding lessons and clinics.  Matt competes in 
Mounted Shooting and Extreme Cowboy Races.  Matt is the 2016 Mounted Shooters of America MSP World 
Champion!  The Missouri State Champion in the American Horsemen Challenge and several other State and 
Regional Championships in both sports.  Mathew joined the Air Force in1998, he is a member of the 442d 
Fighter Wing at Whiteman Air Force Base.  Matt has deployed twice to the Middle East and several other 
deployments overseas.    

Cyndi	Danford	

My name is Cyndi Danford and we live in Paola KS on a nice horse facility small ranch with horses and a few 
cattle where we also run a small country bed and breakfast on weekends when we are available. I have been 
involved in horses most my life starting out showing in 4-H as a kid and then high school and college rodeo on 
a full scholarship making finals in each. I have shown hunter jumpers, western pleasure, halter, showmanship, 
reining, cow horse, western dressage, classical dressage and all ranch horse events and rode in about every 
discipline there is but my passion is with reining and cow horses. I have won various state , regional and 
National competitions in various organizations but am not one to brag about my accomplishments and what 
we have achieved. I believe all of us are lifetime students of the horse and always can continue our 
horsemanship knowledge through our lifetime to all become better horsemen and horsewomen and try to 
attend several clinics a year or ride privately with top clinicians through out the year 

I have worked in the feedlots and day worked cattle in college and still do on occasion when help is needed 
today. We show in several different associations and I hold 7 judges cards for various organizations and 
associations. In the local Midwest states my husband John Danford and I judge several associations including 
but not limited to AHCA, EXCA, UHCA, ETS  along with ranch horse shows and breed association and open 
shows and used to judge ACTHA events. We strive and are adamant about judging fairly and accurately in all 
situations and competitions for what the organization rules require and pride ourselves on that. We love to 
give comments and feedback to riders to help them improve their horsemanship and scores whenever we can 
and help them become better horseman and horsewomen. We have put on and have hosted over 200 events 
with various clinicians and organizations and try to put on several events per year to offer a variety of places 
for people to expand their horse knowledge , teamwork with their horses and options to compete 

  I love AHCA and love the format and the love between competitors it is one of the only organizations that I 
truly believe the competitors really get along with each other without drama and cheer each other on and most 
make really great lifetime friendships and it provides great competition environment. We have been on all 
sides of the horse business as breeders, hosts, competitors, hosting clinics and helping others get involved 
with these wonderful organizations. AHCA is our favorite and we would love to be an ambassador for the 
organization and provide a great contact for the advisory board for the Midwest. Thank you for your 
consideration of us.  
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2017	AHCH	National	Finals	
Missouri	State	Fairground,	Sedalia,	MO	

Oct	20-23,	2017	

IN HAND I  (PAGE 13) 

This division is open to horses of any age that have never been ridden in any obstacle competition.  Horses 
competing in this division will still be eligible to compete in the Green Horse I and/or Green Horse II division 
their first year under saddle.  Once a horse is being or has been ridden at an obstacle competition, they must 
move to In Hand II.  A horse can finish the year in the division (even if part way through they begin to be 
ridden) and move out the next competition year.  For example, a horse that is 5 years old and who was shown 
in the In Hand I division as a 2 year old, but is not being ridden at any obstacle challenges, may continue to 
compete in the In Hand I division.  Additionally, the In Hand I horse is eligible for the In Hand II division.  The 
In Hand I course will consist of 8 obstacles and will compete prior to the In Hand II division.   

TACK AND EQUIPMENT (PAGE 21-23) 

When a traditional snaffle bit (no shanks) is being used with a western horse and a curb strap or single curb 
chain is being used, then the curb strap/chain MUST be below the reins.   

 

AWARDS (PAGE 35) 

The member who competes in the same rider/horse/division combination in 3 challenges during the challenge 
season will be eligible to compete in the National Finals.  Ex: Equine/rider team that competes at 3 challenges 
in the Amateur division has qualified to compete at 
Nationals in Amateur only.  If equine/rider team wants 
to compete in another division they would have to 
compete in 3 challenges in that division. 
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2017 AHCA ADVISORY BOARD BALLOT 
 
 
Vote for 4. 
 
 
 
__________   Cory Bourque 
 
 
__________   Nicole Bourque 
 
 
__________   Cyndi Danford 
 
 
__________   John Danford 
 
 
__________   Katrina Head 
 
 
__________   Matthew Jobe 
 
 
__________   Justin Key 
 
 
__________   Trey Temple 
 
 
__________   Brandy Von Holten 
 
 
 
AHCA # ___________ 
 
 
 
Return by April 15, 2017.  Email info@ahcamail.com or PM on Facebook Rhonda 
Miller-Lebbin 
	


